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Former Yesfrontmr

Show to cover songs from latest album, as well as many encompassing career

By ANDRES CAAMANO
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

SHIRLEY — When hearing
the name Jon Anderson, millions
of progressive rock fans across
the country immediately recall
his years as lead singer for the
band Yes.

Since 2008, though, Anderson
has been focused on a solo career
that continues to open a variety
of doors, many of which are even
new to a musician who first start-
ed performing almost 50 years
ago for the band, the Warriors,
back in 1962.

His latest work is an album
that was released “into the mar-
ket three weeks ago,” noted
Anderson, entitled, “Survival &
Other Stories,” his first solo stu-
dio album in 12 years.

On Friday, Aug. 11, at 8 p.m.,
Anderson will visit Bull Run
Restaurant in Shirley, as part of
his east coast tour, “An Acoustic
Evening With Jon Anderson,”
offering an opportunity for fans
to hear songs from that album, as
well as songs stretching back
throughout much of his career.

“Well, it’s a (night of) won-
derful songs that I did with Yes,
with Vangelis, from the new
album and new songs, where I
play the ukulele and piano,” said
Anderson, speaking on the phone
from his home in San Luis
Obispo, Calif. on July 27. “I also
tell funny stories, and people will
have an entertaining evening.”

In figuring out how to balance
what songs to play on tour,
Anderson simply said, “You get
a sense from the audience, a Yes
song here, (another song there),
you have to balance it out.”

Unlike his days as Yes’ lead
singer, the stops on his solo tour
have been in much more intimate
venues, like Bull Run. Anderson,
though, voiced a positive tone
about such stops that have made
up his nine-date summer tour,
with Bull Run being the final
one.

“Life is full of different expe-
riences, as | enjoy getting in
front of 200 or 500 people,” he
said. “Even though it’s a differ-
ent experience, it’s still where
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Cover of Anderson’s first stu-
dio solo album in 12 years,
Survival & Other Stories.”

I’'m trying to give a good show,
trying to be as good as I can be.”

Of the 11 songs on “Survival,”
Anderson has quickly incorpo-
rated a couple of the album’s
songs on the tour.

“I do ‘Unbroken Spirit’ and
‘Understanding Truth,” and I'm
practicing one other, ‘Love of
Life,”” he said. “I am out there
for two hours now (for each
show), so I'd be out there forev-
er (if I did many more from the
album).”

And from that new album, the
origin of what is included on it
came from a rather unconven-
tional process.

On his website more than four
years ago, Anderson made a
request to his fans that he was
searching for musicians and, “I
asked them to send a minute of
music only. After 20 seconds you
could tell very quickly if it’s
compatible to your thinking,”
said Anderson. From that single
request, Anderson was inundated
with samples, to where he open-
ly admitted that the quantity, as
well as quality, of those received
could be turned into “about five
albums worth of music.”

Helping to narrow down what
to include on “Survival,”
Anderson credited his wife, Jane,
who co-produced the album.

“She used to work in the film
world, having worked with
(director) Ron Howard, and she
is very critical,” said Anderson.
“She helped me put the tracks

together. I really appreciated her
input on the album. She knows a
lot about music, and she wanted
to have me put together a rather
accessible album, (to where she
would ask) ‘can you do less of
this, can you re-sing that song,’
and you do it because you want it
to be a really good album.”

The idea to make such a
request directly to his fans grew
out of “trying to get the guys
from Yes to work with me by the
Internet, by sending MP3s, and I
couldn’t get them really interest-
ed to do that,” he said. “There
were other people interested to
work with me, many with great
talents.”

While musicians are often
expected to release albums on an
annual basis, Anderson spelled
out that the 12-year gap between
solo studio albums first was in
having spent much of that time
as a member of Yes, followed by
a lengthy period of illness,
before work on “Survival”
ensued.

“Most of the time I was on
tour with Yes until 2005 and then
I was pretty ill for a couple
years,” he said. “It was around
2006, that I asked musicians to
get in touch with me, and that
opened a Pandora’s box to hav-
ing musicians providing good
music.”

From any of those original
submissions that made their way
onto the album, Anderson
explained some modifications
were typically necessary, from
“taking out the drums, or keep-
ing it simple,” but that usually
the songs on the album were
about “70 percent (of what it had
been originally).”

When asked about the
prospect of having some of those
musicians who were responsible
for the genesis of the songs on
“Survival,” to possibly perform
on stage with him, he said, “If
the record does well, then people
will want to hear the songs. At
the moment, it’s just been
released, so I'll know by next
year, and it would be beautiful if
some of them could perform with
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Anderson performs recently during his tour, “An Acoustic Evening With Jon Anderson.”

‘Well, it’s a (night of)
wonderful songs that 1
did with Yes, with
Vangelis, from the new
album and new songs...1
also tell funny stories,
and people will have an
entertaining evening.’

— Jon Anderson

One such song, “New, New
World,” Anderson noted “was a
very positive song, and a great
opening song for the album.” It
had been a contribution from
“Jamie Dunlap who makes music
for South Park, and last year he
sent me this track and the lyrics.”
The collaboration extended to
where “I let him mix it the way
he felt, and I was very happy
with (the result).”

To Anderson, the overriding
themes that come from the album
range from “survival, spiritual
awareness, and that we shouldn’t
let the politicians rule the world.
The people run the government,
and the people should be a little
more open to help people all over
the world, as we are all one.”

Of the songs on “Survival,” a
frequent comment is that many
of them have a notable “Yes” fla-
vor, to which Anderson didn’t
find unusual.

“I think people were invested
in liking Yes music, so (many of
those who submitted music)
were leaning toward that, which
I think is pretty natural,” he said.

Even though the album has
been out for less than a month,
Anderson was encouraged by
what he’s heard from the critics
thus far.

“The reviews have been
amazing and fantastic, and you
know you can’t always please
the critics,” he said. Regarding
how it has been received by fans,
he added, “I’'ll check in a few
weeks, so we’ll keep it going,
even though I don’t think anyone
is going to tell me that it’s terri-
ble.”

In addition, Anderson voiced
that he thought the songs on
“Survival” had a strong personal
connection, particularly in how
“the songs are related to the time
of 2008, when I was pretty sick
and how you keep going.”

That was the year that Yes
decided to go in another direc-
tion, replacing Anderson with
Benoit David as its lead singer.

“I needed a long period of
recuperation, and they wanted to
get on the road ... That was frus-
trating,” said Anderson, who
added that despite having had to
endure at least three near-death
experiences that year, he has
come to “really realize that every
day counts, as I feel like I have a
lot of music that I want to put out
there, that creativity doesn’t stop,
and I’'m very excited about the
future.”

What that future will bring is
anyone’s guess, but Anderson,
while citing that his time with
Yes “opened a lot of avenues,”
noted that his departure allowed
him to do “other things I wanted
to do” that otherwise would like-
ly not have been feasible.

“l am working with a lot of
different people that I would not
have, had I stayed in the band,”
which he added has been “a free-
ing experience.”

Despite performing for so
many years, Anderson voiced
having no desire to slow down.

“l want to do some really
great music in the future, and
that is what drives me on,” he
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Entertainment photo courtesy of ROBIN KAUFFMAN
Anderson sings and plays the guitar while on stage recently dur-
ing his tour, “An Acoustic Evening With Jon Anderson.”

said. “I’'m not ready to retire,
maybe when I'm 90, and then I’1l
say ‘Maybe I'll be painting...,”
but it’s in my DNA to create.”

Even with “Survival” having
just been released, Anderson
already has his eyes on an array
of other projects.

“l am working on a lot of
types of music right now. (I'm
hoping to be) working in dance
and theatre, and have done a half
dozen projects, working with
orchestras, or where I'm doing
two different musicals at the
moment. I’m also working with a
north African group from San
Francisco, interested in ancient
rhythms, slowly getting them
together, such as finding a pro-
ducer, hoping the doors will
open,” he said. “I am still trying
to make better music all the time,
into the 21st century. My world
is a constant flow of ideas, and
nothing is stopping me from cre-
ating and moving forward. I
think it’s only natural that you
are getting better with age.”

For all his collaborations that
are in the works, one with a for-
mer Yes bandmate will not be a
part of the Bull Run show, one in
which Rick Wakeman paired
with Anderson last year on the
album, “The Living Tree.”

To Anderson, though, the
decision not to do songs from
that album isn’t with the intent of
disappointing fans, but out of
respect for Wakeman, whom he
touted for his talents on piano,
and that he couldn’t replicate
them by himself.

“It’s best that I do those songs
with Rick, and we’ll do those
songs together later in the year
and that’s fine with me,”
Anderson said, referencing a tour
scheduled with Wakeman begin-
ning in November. “We’re
friends, and he got in touch with
me quite a while ago to do a con-
cert tour. Then it was to do (The
Living Tree) for another tour. It’s
really fun to work with people
you know, and it’s a really musi-
cal and funny evening (when on
tour with someone like
Wakeman).”

But while his connections
with the current touring members

of Yes may have diminished to
where he recently admitted, “we
are not in touch, simple as that,”
his connections with former
members go beyond just
Wakeman.

A few weeks ago, Anderson
met up with former bandmate
Trevor Rabin with plans to
reconnect on a project. Rabin
resigned from the band in 1994,
on his way to a renowned career
producing movie soundtracks,
having composed scores for
more than three-dozen movies,
including “Con Air,”
“Armageddon,” “Remember the
Titans,” or last year’s “The
Sorcerer’s Apprentice,” to which
Anderson said, “We were work-
ing on some ideas, including film
scores with songs, as that’s what
he’s good at, so we’ll see (what
comes of that).”

Among all his collaborations,
though, Anderson — while rec-
ognizing his accomplishments
with Yes — found his time spent
with Vangelis as the most
rewarding experience, with
regard to his growth as a musi-
cian.

“I was the musical director for
the band Yes, but I was still the
singer of the band,” noted
Anderson. “With Vangelis, he
gave me the direction, he opened
up my musical heart or soul, and
he helped me very much to
believe in myself as a musician.
Vangelis was very much like a
mentor, and it’s good to have
someone like that in your life.”

When looking back over his
career, Anderson quickly pointed
out that the greatest thing he’s
learned over the years, is “Love
is all you need. Love is every-
thing,” while recognizing that
“Music is a great gift,” before
pausing, acknowledging his
health issues from just a few
years ago, that, “Health is very,
very important too.”

For more information or for
tickets for the Aug. 11 show at
Bull Run, you can either visit the
Bull Run website at www.bull-
runrestaurant.com or call 978-
425-4311 or 877-536-7190.
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